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AFGHANISTAN EDUCATION FACT SHEET 

The Context: 

 Children in Afghanistan and sub-Saharan Africa have the highest risk of death in the world. 

 Afghanistan has the highest lifetime risk of maternal mortality and the lowest female life expectancy in 

the world.  

 It also places second to last on skilled attendance at birth, under-5 mortality and gender disparity 

in primary education. Performance on most other indicators also places Afghanistan among the lowest-

ranking countries in the world. 

 UNICEF found this year that there were at least 8,000 children (the majority boys) currently under arms 

in Afghanistan.  

 Afghanistan supplies much of the global illicit market for opiates and hundreds of children reportedly 

labour in the poppy fields, preventing their schooling and exposing them to significant risk, including 

drug addiction. 

 More than 87% of the female population have experienced Gender Based Violence or forced marriage. 

 Afghanistan's legal minimum age of marriage is 16 for girls and 18 for boys. According to UNIFEM and 

the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) 56 percent of all marriages in 

Afghanistan are child marriages. A study of 6 provinces showed that the majority of girl-brides were 

married to significantly older men with other wives.  

The upside.... 

 In the face of decades of civil war and instability Afghanistan has still made significant achievements in 

education. In 2001, just 1 million primary school age children were enrolled, with girls accounting for 

only a fraction. By 2008, 6 million children were in school, including 2.3 million girls. The number of 

classrooms in the country has tripled and teacher recruitment has increased.  
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The big ‘BUT’: 

 Education has become a tactical target of violence. In Afghanistan, some insurgent groups have actively 

sought to undermine access to education and in the first half of 2010; seventy-four children were killed 

as a result of suicide attacks and improvised explosive devices. At times these were deliberately placed 

on routes that are used by female students to walk to school.  

 Reports indicate that damage to schools and security fears have resulted in the closure of more than 

70% of schools in Helmand and more than 80% in Zabul - provinces with some of the world's lowest 

levels of attendance.  

 By the age of 18 only 18% of girls are still in school, compared with 42% for boys, and around half a 

million girls that had been enrolled in school have partially or wholly dropped out. 

 Of the roughly 14,000 primary and secondary schools in the country, some 7,000 lack buildings, forcing 

children to study in the open, under trees or in tents. 

 Only eight million of the 12 million school-aged children are in school in Afghanistan.  

 Rises in education statistics have reached a plateau and rates of dropping out or absenteeism remain 

very high, particularly for girls (22 percent for girls, compared with 11 percent for boys).  According to 

official data 19 percent of the all enrolled students are either temporarily or permanently absent from 

school.  

What do we about it?  

War Child works in the Western region and one of our key focal 

areas is informal education for the most marginalised children 

and young people. 

The Issue:  The war has devastated the economy which has 

had a huge impact on the availability and provision of basic 

services that would usually act as a safety net. This means 

that children and young people are often driven to work in 

dangerous livelihoods and miss out on an education – 

creating a viscous cycle.   

Our solution:  To address this cycle of exclusion War Child has set up: 

 Early Childhood Development Centres - We have established 25 kindergartens for over 800 children aged 4-6, 

which provide basic literacy skills, a decent meal and a chance for socialisation with other children.  

Resource Centres For Street-Working Children - These are safe places for children and young people to come 

during the day and access free education and support. The free services help under-15’s to get back into 

mainstream schools; and for 15-17 year olds (who often economically support other family members), we 

provide business skills training to create opportunities for safe and viable livelihood alternatives to working on 

the street.  


