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BAAG is very grateful:  

To the Right Honourable Justine Greening for her personal commitment; for giving Afghan 

civil society this proper platform and for coming today.   

To Dr Abdullah who is welcome in his new role and for recognising that civil society is a 

powerful force for change. 

To Lyse Doucet, the exemplary Chair of this last session 

To all our Chairs and panellists this afternoon 

To our donors who made the civil society event possible; DFID, USAID and the EU 

To our volunteers who have hosted, ferried, taken notes and generally helped in every way 

they could 

And above all to our delegates who have travelled from all over Afghanistan to be here and 

whom we are privileged to have listened to 

Jawed Nader said at the beginning of the afternoon “We the people have never felt so in 

charge of our own destiny. We will thrive”.  

The people of Afghanistan, individually and collectively working for the public good - that is 

civil society. And we have heard of the real improvements they have made to people’s lives, 

through services and through advocating for improvements in justice, the rule of law, anti-

corruption, women’s rights and against discrimination of all kinds.  

There is value in people but there would also be value in larger programmes, supported by 

the international community, which would have a bigger impact, in programmes for 

example in water, in agriculture and the extractive industries. The relations between civil 

society and the Government of Afghanistan have been ad hoc and not always smooth as 

they have no systematic ways in which to relate to each other.  

However as Dr Abdullah said, you are a ray of hope for the future. There is an excellent 

position paper from the new Government but to make it deliverable the culture of impunity 

has to go. Merit based appointments are needed rather than cronyism, and it is essential to 

tackle poverty. The support of the international community is needed for the rest of the 

journey and to reduce the need for foreign aid in the long run.  



 

Radicalisation is an issue but there is also a new generation of volunteers and activists and 

you are making a difference, it was a joy to hear of the ‘colourful young’ who can be seen 

here today, ready for action. 

BAAG will help in any way we can, if you want us to, but otherwise we will watch you fly as 

we have no doubt you will. 

Thank you 


