
Honourable Heads of State, Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The last decade has proved that democracy is the only way for Afghans to reunite and coexist 
with each other. Today, our young generation is breaking traditional bonds to form new civil and 
political movements, centered on democratic values. That is what defines the new Afghan society, 
and that is why we cannot compromise our democracy. 

We strongly support the peace process but we are against any political concessions that would 
give terrorists more reason to continue their violence.  

The signing of the bilateral security agreements with the US and NATO signifies a new dawn of 
mutual trust and cooperation. We are grateful; but we need better reinforcement of our security 
forces and decisive international action to stop cross-border infiltration.  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Afghans are looking at the new unity government with great hope. The momentum for change 
and reform has been created. But will now require strong political will and fearless action. 

In many courts, money and power decide who is innocent or guilty. So, justice should first be 
served by freeing our justice sector from corruption and political interference. Only then can we 
start to fight corruption in other sectors.  

Bribery is now so endemic it is no longer seen as shameful. Government positions are bought and 
sold. Gross human rights violators may get arrested but then go unpunished because of political 
connections. 

We need the rule of law, and for that, our politicians MUST stop supporting and harboring 
corrupt officials and abusers of human rights.  

Economic growth is the key to rooting out the underlying causes of the insurgency and human 
insecurity. A few days ago, security forces arrested a man, who planted a bomb in exchange for 
only 6 dollars.  

As NATO forces leave, the percentage of international partners’ military funding reallocated to 
civilian projects should increase. Afghanistan has the potential to become economically self-
sufficient. But we need international investment and guidance to unleash our potential in mining, 
develop our infrastructure, and to serve as a regional economic hub.  

So, once again, we call for long-term financial and strategic support from the international 
community while it monitors the progress on reforms.  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Over the last decade, a new generation of women and men has emerged. They are highly 
educated and dedicated. They are in media, in private sector, in civil society, and in government. 
They are the force for change, and with your support over the next decade, they will be 
empowered to lead Afghanistan towards a brighter future – a future we all can be proud of.  


