
     

BAAG Media4Development photo-journalism competition 

Competition FAQs 

I am an aspiring journalist – can I enter the competition? 
The competition is only open to professional journalists and photographers, who make a living from their work. BAAG cannot take 
responsibility for taking to Afghanistan any amateur photographers or writers.  Similarly, the aim of the competition is to produce a high 
quality piece of writing and photographs, of a standard which can be published in a mainstream media outlet.  
 
I am a journalist based in Afghanistan – can I enter the competition?  
The competition offers the opportunity for a journalist and photographer to travel to Afghanistan, a country to which is becoming increasingly 
difficult to travel.  It also offers the chance to raise awareness of Afghanistan and its development challenges to those who are not familiar 
with these.  Therefore the competition is not open to those already based in the country, be those Afghan nationals or internationals.  
 
Why does a proposal have to come from a partnership of a journalist and photographer? 
BAAG can only organise a single trip to Afghanistan.  To send a photographer and a journalist who were working on different stories would be 
very challenging logistically, and require a longer trip with more drivers and translators etc.  Thus in partnering together on a single story, the 
trip will be more successful.  
   
Can I arrange publication of my winning article/photographs before, during or after BAAG’s publication of them?  
Yes!  BAAG hope to use this competition to raise the awareness of as many members of the public as possible. Publication of the article and 
photos in a public media outlet will increase such coverage.  The winning journalist and photographer will own the copyright of their work and 
will only licence it to BAAG for the purposes of the competition.  BAAG would ask, however, that the winning entrants inform BAAG of their 
intended publishers so that BAAG can monitor media reach and promote that publication through social media.  
 
How does BAAG plan to publicise the winning article/photographs? 
BAAG is seeking a media partner to publish the winning article and photographs towards the end of 2015.  In addition to this possibility, BAAG 

will publish the work on their own website and use their media contacts to help promote this. We have good relationships with a number of 

high-profile journalists within outlets such as BBC News, The Times/Sunday Times, Al Jazeera, VICE, AFP, The Telegraph, Associated Press, 

Evening Standard and Voice of America (see our Twitter followers on @AfghanAgencies).  We will also ask our Media4Development partners in 

six other European countries to publicise the piece, as well as our donor, the European Commission.  

Why is BAAG running this competition? 
One of BAAG’s strategic objectives is to raise awareness of Afghanistan’s development needs and successes and thus promote continued 
international support to the country.  We therefore joined the Media4Development programme, to provide opportunities to work with 
European policy makers and journalists for just such a purpose.  BAAG has worked in, and for, Afghanistan for almost 30 years, and has 
developed a level of expertise that enables us to provide guidance and support to the winning entrants before and during their trip to the 
country.  
 
I don’t know much about Afghanistan – how can I develop my proposal? 
This is your opportunity to get to know the country a lot better.  We expect that entrants will have knowledge or experience of reporting on 
development themes that are common to Afghanistan, and can use that to inform their proposal and research.  The Resources section of our 
website provides many useful reports on numerous themes, such as human rights, health, education, women’s rights and refugees.  You can 
also research your story idea online – there are numerous news articles, think tank organisations and academic resources available.  
 
Can the winner choose to visit another country instead of Afghanistan?  
No, this competition aims to raise awareness of Afghanistan’s development needs and successes and thus promote continued international 
support to the country.  However, if for security or other reasons outside of BAAG’s control it becomes impossible to send the winners to 
Afghanistan, then alternatives will be considered.  
 
When will the trip to Afghanistan take place, and why? 
BAAG are aiming for the trip to take place in late November or early December.  This will allow time for us to work with the winners to plan the 
trip and organise the meetings in Afghanistan which are necessary for the proposal.  We want to publish the finished article in late December, 
since that will mark a year since British combat troops left Afghanistan – a useful hook for media interest. Additionally, the winter in 
Afghanistan can sometimes make travel difficult, so we aim to complete the trip before the risk of heavy snow.  
 
Who selects the winners? 
BAAG is bringing together a panel of distinguished, award-winning journalists and photographers, with experience of working in Afghanistan.  
They will judge a shortlist of entries which have been selected by the BAAG team and an independent media consultant.  The judges’ names 
will be available from 11th September, by emailing jenny.humphreys@baag.org.uk 
 
 

http://www.baag.org.uk/resources
mailto:jenny.humphreys@baag.org.uk


Will I be notified if I am NOT chosen as a winner? 
We’re afraid that limited staff resources mean that we can only notify the winner of the judges’ decision.   
 
Do I need release forms for people in the photographs I submit to the competition? 
No. The photographs used in the entry will not be published by BAAG.  However, the winning photographer who is sent to Afghanistan will be 
required to secure authorisation forms for any images of identifiable people taken there.  More details can be found in our Terms & 
Conditions.  
 
Can photographs be manipulated or enhanced? Do you accept black-and-white photographs? 
Only minor adjustments, including levels, sharpening, contrast or colour correction are acceptable. Colour or black-and-white photographs are 
acceptable. 
 
I entered my photo or example article into another contest and it won. Can I enter it into this contest? 
Yes, since our competition is based primarily on the quality of the proposal rather than the images or work examples submitted.  
 
Why have you chosen a minimum age of 25 years? 
The nature of the prize – a week of work in Afghanistan – requires that both a high level of maturity and professional experience.  BAAG takes 
very seriously the safety and well-being of the winners.  
 
What rights to the Afghanistan photographs and text will the winners retain? 
The winners will own the copyright of the Afghanistan article and photographs as their author.  Entrants will own the copyright to their 
competition entry.  However the winners, by entering the competition, grant BAAG permission for their finished Afghanistan article and 
photographs to be published on BAAG’s website and grant BAAG a non-exclusive, irrevocable, royalty-free, worldwide, licence to use, 
republish, edit and/or modify their pieces for the purposes of the competition.  See our Terms & Conditions for more details. 
 
Where can I send questions and feedback? 
Submit these by email to jenny.humpreys@baag.org.uk.  You can expect a response within 5 working days.  
 

mailto:jenny.humpreys@baag.org.uk

