
Secretary of State – Chief Executive Officer for Afghanistan – Your Excellencies – Ladies and Gentleman 

I am very pleased to have this opportunity to talk to you on behalf of Afghan Civil Society 

In the past decade, significant progress has been made in Afghanistan in terms of women’s rights, 

service delivery and civil society development. Legislative support for women’s rights has been one of 

the biggest achievements for example through the Afghanistan constitution and the EVAW law. The 

number of girl students in both school and university has been greatly increased. The  participation of 

professional women is also growing with the help of the quota system for 27% of women in Afghanistan 

parliament, a significant increase in the number of women judges, prosecutor and lawyers. Access to 

justice has been made easier for everyone, but particularly for women in comparison with 2001. Afghan 

Civil Society has played a very active role during the past decade, in all sectors, and a lot of 

improvements have been made by qualified men and women working within the Civil Society 

organizations and providing their professional services to the citizens of Afghanistan. Both the Afghan 

government and civil society have worked day and night to provide basic services to the citizens of 

Afghanistan - a lot has been improved especially in health and education.  

However Excellencies: 

 Despite major improvements and achievements, women are still suffering from a variety of barriers and 

violations. Women’s access to justice at the sub-national level is still a big issue, women are not 

independent economically, and many do not have access to their property or are not allowed control 

over their own money. People still do not have access to basic service in rural areas and they are still 

struggling to access basic healthcare. Although civil society has been working hard for the development 

of the country, its role is not very well recognized.  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Afghanistan has gone through 30 years of war and still struggling with insecurity. We need commitment 

from the Afghan Government to implement the reforms it has promised and long-term support from the 

international community in turn to support both the Afghan government and civil society with: 

 Support to women headed organizations to promote women’s rights.  

 Help to increase the number of women in positions of authority and leadership. 

 The passing of the Comprehensive Children’s Act, the enforcement of the EVAW law, the 

expansion of the special prosecutors units under the Attorney General’s office, to all provinces 

and the establishment of especial EVAW law courts.  

 The development of sustainable financial mechanisms for Afghan funded and run service 

delivery in the long term but no cuts in donor funding for health care and education in the 

meantime.  

  The role of civil society in ensuring freedom of information, in advising and lobbying the 

government and international community on policy development, and in understanding the 

consequences of legislation, should be recognized, sought and respected.  


