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Elections – procedural progress 

On the 20
th

, the Electoral Complaints Commission (ECC) announced the final list of presidential candidates. It reinstated Daoud Sultanzoy, one of 

the 17 purged presidential candidates, and 76 Provincial Council candidates.  

The total number of presidential hopefuls is now 11. Of the 2,713 Provincial Council candidates 308 are women. Some civil society groups criticized 

the ECC’s appeal process as being too brief. The campaign for presidential elections will start on the 2
nd

 Feb.  

The Independent Election Commission (IEC) has announced that over a quarter of the 12 million eligible voters have registered. Over one million of 

those are women. The IEC will keep the voter registration offices open in the provincial centres and will deploy mobile registration units to ensure 

greater outreach. Those having voter registration cards from previous elections will be allowed to vote too 

Security - one against the many 

On the 24
th

 the 3,000 members of the Consultative Loya Jirga unanimously called on the Afghan government to sign the security agreement with 

the US before end of 2013. This grand assembly of influential figures, government bodies and elected members also suggested minor amendments.  

Mr Karzai however stated that he will not sign until next year’s presidential elections are fairly concluded. He also called on the US to stop entering 

Afghan homes and show genuine commitment to the peace process. On the 25
th

, Susan Rice, US National Security Adviser, warned Mr Karzai that 

in the absence of a prompt signature of the agreement, the US will have to prepare for complete withdrawal of troops.  

On the 8
th

 the Pentagon reported a 79% rise in the casualties of Afghan national security forces (ANSF) during April to September 2013, as 

compared to the same period last year. Refuting it, the Afghan Ministry of Defence said it was only a 14% increase. ANSF conducts the absolute 

majority of conventional and special operations in the country. The Pentagon report also says US and coalition deaths dropped by almost 60% for 

the same period.  

A day earlier, the UN reported that up to 12,000 Taliban fighters have been killed, captured or wounded in Afghanistan in the last year. This shows 

a three-fold increase.  

Peace talks – possible set backs 

Since June attempts to begin talks between the US, Taliban and the Afghan government have been stalled.  

On the 2
nd

, the Pakistani Taliban confirmed that their leader Hakimullah Mehsud was killed in a U.S. drone strike. He is the second head of the 

Pakistani Taliban to have been killed this way since 2009. The Pakistani government condemned the strike and claimed that it thwarted the talks 

with Pakistani Taliban. 

On the 11
th

 Nasiruddin Haqqani, the Haqqani militant network's financier and son of its founder, was shot dead near the Pakistan capital. No group 

took responsibility for the attack. This is the second Haqqani brother killed since August last year.   

Cost of conflict – still high  

Afghanistan was relatively calm compared to last month. During the Loya Jirga and Muharram, Shiite mourning month, ANSF were on high alert. 

However, suicide attacks, ambushes and assassinations continued to threaten Afghan lives.  

 A week before the inauguration of the Jirga, a car bomb attack killed at least 10 people near its compound. On the 28
th

, at least 10 civilians were 

wounded and injured in two roadside bomb incidents. Reports say that local people have captured the perpetrator.  
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On the 27
th

, ACTED, a French aid organisation, confirmed that 6 of its Afghan staff had been killed by gunmen in Faryab. Local officials held the 

Taliban responsible. On the 28
th

, the Governor of Almar district of Faryab reported that 600 households have fled to Maimana and other districts to 

escape the insecurity.  

On the 8th, a Royal Marine was found guilty by a British military court of murdering an injured Afghan insurgent in 2011.  This charge of murder, 

the first of its kind for the British campaign in Afghanistan, was supported by footage captured on a helmet-mounted camera. 

Rights – shocking news on stoning   

On the 25
th

, Human Rights Watch (HRW), an independent watchdog, called for the removal of stoning from the Penal Code amendment drafted by 

the Ministry of Justice. The draft law proposed the stoning of men and women convicted on charges of adultery. Ministry of Justice officials 

confirmed that the draft law includes this sentence but stated that the conditions set out make it impossible for this sentence to be carried out. On 

28
th

 Mr Karzai said that he rejected the idea of including stoning in the law. 

On the 25
th

, Afghan Indpendent Human Rights Commission announced that violence against women and girls had increased 25% in the first half of 

2013 compared to the same period last year. On the same day, Baghlan police announced that a man and a woman were executed by Ahmadzai 

tribesmen for eloping. On the 28
th

, Logar police found the naked dead bodies of two women hanging in a tree.  

Development – ups and downs 

On the 4
th

, the new Iranian ambassador to Kabul said his country will honour their tripartite pact. According to the deal between Afghanistan, Iran 

and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, Iran will extend the stay of 1.4 million of the estimated 3 million refugees.  On the 20
th

, 

HRW criticised the Iranian government for separating Afghan refugee families, abusing children and subjecting adults to forced labour and 

beatings. 

On the 17
th

 Alberto Cairo, an International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) staff member in Afghanistan received the Henry Dunant Medal. This 

highest award of the ICRC Movement was given in recognition of Mr Cairo's 22 years of selfless service as head of their physical rehabilitation 

programme in Afghanistan. 

On 11th Mohammad Karim Khalili, Afghanistan's Second Vice President, appealed for the international community's support for the country's mine 

action programme. The programmed had experienced a 25% drop in its funding compared to last year. 

Economy – agriculture in the spotlight 

On the 9
th

 the Asian Development Bank pledged $220 million for the construction of the 178 km Dara-e-Suf and Yakaolang road.  Improved roads 

are expected to increase trade within and beyond the country.  

On the 5
th

 the Afghan finance minister announced that the Procurement Law is being reviewed. The complexity of the law and procurement 

process is one of the key reasons for the government’s low budget execution rates. On the 8th officials at the Afghan Supreme Audit Office 

reported that 20 government offices had failed to spend 50% of their allocated budget for 2013. 

Farmers in Herat have reported a 1 ton increase in saffron production this year. Compared to 150 hectares three years ago, the saffron crop is now 

believed to cover 700 hectares. On the 13
th

 the UN announced 209,000 hectares were now under poppy cultivation, a record figure. Figures from 

Badghis, Balkh, Faryab, Ghowr, Kabul, Nimroz and Zabul showed significant increases. Overall, the country witnessed a 36% increase in poppy 

cultivation.  

Rising insecurity is believed to be discouraging investment in the mining sector. A group of six Indian companies have slashed seven eighths of their 

$11 billion investment in Hajigak project. 

On the 9
th

, Integrity Watch Afghanistan, an independent watchdog, reported that 59% of Afghan police check points are committing road toll 

extortion. 

Culture and people – the future is promising, past under threat 

The Minister of Information and Culture claimed on the 6
th

 that 12,000 valuable heritage sites were at risk, with many in a deplorable condition.   

Afghanistan’s run of sporting success continued when on the 24
th

 the national cricket team qualified for next year’s World Twenty20 tournament, 

with 6 wins from their 7 qualifying matches. 


