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Afghanistan in October 2013 

Elections  

The registration and shortlist of presidential hopefuls surprised many observers. Eighty-one friend and foes mingled to form 27 

cross-ethnic teams. On the 22
nd

, the Independent Election Commission (IEC) announced it had shortlisted 10 teams. The 

remaining teams were purged mainly on the ostensible grounds of having dual citizenships or failing to present enough voter 

cards.  

After this first round, there are 2704 Provincial Council candidates, of whom 11.4% are women. However, the law guarantees a 

20% quote of women in the provincial councils.  

Some civil society groups and political parties have criticised the process for being less than transparent. They have accused IEC 

of turning a blind eye to the dual citizenship of some candidates and other legal deficiencies in the shortlist. The Electoral 

Complaints Commission (ECC) is reviewing the appeals and complaints. It is expected to announce the final list on the Nov 16
th

.  

Most leading presidential aspirants are on the list. They are key figures who include those serving Karzai administrations, former 

Mujahideen leaders including those in the legal wing of Hizbe Islami, a grandson of Zaher Shah and President Karzai’s brother. 

An opinion poll of mainly urban population found that Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai and Qayyum Karzai 

respectively are the leading contenders.  

The elections have changed the composition of the Afghan Cabinet and the Parliament. Twenty-five government officials 

resigned to take part in the elections. Mr Karzai has appointed 5 Acting Ministers including one for Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

On the 20
th

, 8 new MPs were sworn in.  

Peace talks - where are the brothers? 

Following Karzai’s 4
th

 trilateral talks with Pakistani and British leaders in London on 29
th

 Oct, the Afghan Government announced 

that a delegation would soon visit Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar in Pakistan. He was reportedly released from a Pakistani prison 

last month but little is known about his whereabouts.  

In an Eid message believed to be from Mullah Omar, the Taliban leader called for the international troop’s complete withdrawal 

and vowed to disrupt the elections. But on the 29
th

, Agha Jan Motasim, a Turkey-based member of the Taliban’s Quetta Shura, 

expressed hope over resumption of peace talks.  

Security –are we all in this together? 

After a lengthy meeting with Mr Karzai in Kabul, John Kerry, U.S. Secretary of State, announced that a preliminary agreement 

had been reached on the Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA). Discussions have continued without a final outcome however 

making many Afghans apprehensive. In mid November Mr Karzai will be holding a consultative Loya Jirga, grand assembly of 

influential figures, to discuss the U.S. demand for retaining legal jurisdiction over its troops.  

On the 23
rd

, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, NATO Secretary General, said the allies will continue supporting Afghanistan if the country 

delivers on its promises of reforms. Earlier this month, Mr Karzai had spoken dismissively about NATO’s ability to bring ‘absolute 

security’ in Afghanistan.  

On the 28
th

, Tony Abbot, Australia’s new Prime Minister, confirmed that the Australian mission in Afghanistan would wind down 

in 2 months. In a military base in Uruzgan, he described the involvement as worthwhile and the withdrawal as bitter-sweet. 

Australia has lost 40 soldiers in the conflict.  

On the 20
th

, MI6, the UK’s secret intelligence services, expressed fears that the intelligence vacuum created by the withdrawal of 

UK troops next year will pose an increased terrorist threat to Britain.  
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Cost of conflict – still high  

The Eid celebrations came to an abrupt end for the Afghan government. On the 15
th

 Logar Governor Arsala Jamal was 

assassinated in a mosque during Eid proceedings. The explosives were reportedly hidden inside a Qur’an. Governor Jamal is the 

second Logar governor to have been assassinated since 2008.  

Villagers at Andar, a district in Ghazni, lynched an alleged roadside bomb planter on the 28
th

. The bomb killed 18 people, mostly 

women and children, who were on their way to a wedding. Andar is one of the centres of uprisings against Taliban.  

Rights  

A court in Kabul sentenced the parents-in-law of Sahar Gul, a victim of domestic violence to 5 years in prison. This is a rare case 

of an Afghan women victim bringing criminal action against her abusers. Another Afghan court issued a 17-year prison sentence 

to Mawlawi Abdul Qayum, a local mullah. He reportedly ordered the execution of Halima and her boyfriend for escaping 

Halima’s forced wedding in Lashkargah, Helmand.  

On the 19
th

 an Afghan parliamentary commission released the names of 15,000 land grabbers but has been criticised for not 

including the names of the major offenders.  

On the 22
nd

, free press advocates and some senators criticised the draft Mass Media Law. The draft proposes the creation of a 

Media Complaints Commission under the chairmanship of the Minister of Information and Culture to address the complaints 

against media firms. This is viewed as an attempt to curtail freedom of press. 

Development – mutual accountability  

On the 4th Norway announced it will cut its annual $126 million assistance to Afghanistan by 10% due to Afghan government’s 

lack of progress on fighting corruption and protecting women rights. The Netherlands and Australia, under new management 

are thought likely to reduce their budgets. Sweden, going against the grain, has doubled its indicative budget. 

There is concern that an estimated 400,000 Afghans come on to the labour market each year without many job prospects. Many 

are losing their jobs with the withdrawal of international forces. For most Afghan men and women jobs are the most important 

development they are looking for. 

Rain fed crops reduced by 80 per cent in parts of Ghor, Daykundi and Bamyan, according to UN. Vulnerable families face a tough 

6-month long winter after dryness in the growing season caused crop failures.  

Economy – eyes on the future  

The Turkish Petroliam International Company, the UAE-based Dragon Oil and the Afghanistan-based Ghazanfar Group have been 

given oil and gas extraction projects in northern Afghanistan. Their investment is an estimated $ 12 million over 3-5 years. The 

U.S. Geological Survey has estimated Afghanistan natural resources at $ 1 trillion.  

The World Bank announced that Afghanistan has become more investment-friendly. Afghan reforms including the facilitation of 

business set-up and access to credit has helped improve Afghanistan’s rank from 168 out of 185 in 2012, to this year’s 164 out of 

189. In another report World Bank announced that economic growth has slowed down to 3.1 per cent this year compared to 

14.4 per cent in 2012.  

Culture and people  

On the 4
th

, the Afghan Cricket Team beat Kenya to qualify for 2015 World Cup. It will be Afghanistan’s first appearance at this 

level of the game. This is a big leap forward for a team that learned cricket in the refugee camps of Pakistan.  

The Afghanistan Cinema Club organised the 2
nd

 Afghanistan Human Rights Film Festival in Kabul. Sixty-five full-length and short 

films were screened. If Only Everyone directed by Russian-based Natalya Belyauskene received the best Full-length film award. 

Shana ba Shana (Should by Shoulder), a regional peace concert, rocked Kabul on the 19
th

 and 20
th

. It brought singers from 

Pakistan, India, Tajikistan and Afghanistan to perform in Bagh-e Babur. The first day was for women only.  


