
 
 

ARE YOU LISTENING? 
VOICES OF AFGHANISTAN’S FUTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two surveys were conducted in Afghanistan for this briefing. The first took place in Kabul within Children in Crisis community education 

projects of 13-14 year old IDP’s from across the country and data was collected in the last two weeks of November 2014. 263 children 

were surveyed and all statistical data within this briefing is based on this survey. The other was an assessment by War Child staff across 

three provinces in Afghanistan specifically in IDP sites, asking 30 boys and 30 girls general questions about their current situation. The 

assessment was carried out in November 2014 and is used as supporting analysis, summarised within the paragraphs on pages 2 and 3. 
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Over 20 million children and young people are currently growing up in Afghanistan and all of them 

have a right to be heard. Many of them have never known peace during their young lives, yet they 

are the future of Afghanistan, peaceful or otherwise.   

Under 24s make up over 64% of the entire populationi and Afghanistan has the tenth highest annual 

birth rate in the world.ii  Afghanistan’s under five mortality rate (children likely to die before their 5th 

birthday) has decreased by almost 20% between 2005 and 2013, but is still 

almost two times worse than the world average.iii   

We asked 263 children aged 13-14 (all of who will be eligible to vote in 

Afghanistan’s next presidential elections) about their short and long-term 

vision for Afghanistan.   

Children shared their immediate concerns and future hopes with us to ensure their voices are not lost 

at the London Afghanistan Conference in December 2014. 
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What Future Do You Want To See?
Children's Priorities

What changes do you want to see by 2050? What changes do you want to see by 2020?

“I want the 

president to help 

children” - Rafi 

SURVEYED CHILDREN’S TOP PRIORITIES… 

 79% of children rated security as one of their top priorities by 2020 

 69% said a strengthened economy and infrastructure are a priority by 2050 

 57% said education was their top priority in the short and long term 

 40% rated development as one of their top priorities by 2050 

 32% rated equality, women’s and children’s rights as one of their highest priorities by 

2020 

 58% of all children want to be a teacher or doctor to help their country when they are 

older 

 

 

 

Chart shows responses of 263 children (13-14yo) who attend a community education centre in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Watch children speaking out in our video 

here: http://youtu.be/1P8e5oRZCR0 

http://youtu.be/1P8e5oRZCR0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education and healthcare 

The majority of the children surveyed had never attended school because they had no 

access to education. In instances where education facilities were available, children 

were denied the opportunity to learn, having to sacrifice their education for paid 

work to support their family. The majority of children also reported facing serious 

barriers to healthcare, owing mostly to their IDP status/lack of paperwork.  

Early marriage and children’s rights 

Many children in both surveys referred to the issue of unequal rights for all children and some 

specifically highlighted women and girls’ rights.  

In relation to the issue of early marriage, children were asked the ideal age to get married. Most girls 

said boys should be 25 years old so that they have acquired a skill first to support their family. Boys 

were asked the same question and thought that 16 is the ideal age for girls to get married but that the 

best age for boys is 20 years old. 

Right to be heard  

We also asked IDP children “What do you think the best ways are for children like you to get your 

voices heard and your wishes and opinion respected by government authorities, particularly those 

with responsibility for the welfare of children?”  

 

They responded that the media is an important channel for communicating their messages to the 

government and other authorities. Their recommendations were that “the government should fulfil 

their promise and should provide us with healthcare, education and protection from people who 

exploit us and give land to our families so we can build our house and stay there. Children should be 

listened to, we are also human beings like all other children and everyone else.” 

“I want girls to 

be able to work 

and schools for 

everyone” - Sara 

 

“I want development of Afghanistan like other countries, improvement of 

education, elimination of violence against girls and women. Girls and women in 

Afghanistan should have the same rights as girls and women of other countries -and 

children of Afghanistan should be happy like children of other countries” - Sabera 



CHILDREN WANT THE RIGHT TO BE HEARD AND HAVE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 

DECISION-MAKING. HERE ARE SOME OF THEIR VOICES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENDNOTES 
i Based on data from the CIA Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/af.html - accessed 1 December. 
2014. Population of Afghanistan is 31,822,848 (July 2014 est.), children under 14 make up 42% of the population, 15-24 years olds make 
up 22.2% of the population. Combined this is 64.2% and makes up 20,430,268.  
ii https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/rankorder/2054rank.html?countryname=Afghanistan&countrycode=af&regionCode=sas&rank=10#af – accessed 1 December 
2014 
iii World Bank data - http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.DYN.MORT/countries/1W-AF?display=graph. (97 versus 45 out of 1000 
births).  

                                                           

“I want roads to be built, peace, a 

developed Afghanistan like other 

countries. Children should not be forced to 

work because they will lose the chance of 

education, children should not be illiterate 

since they make the future. There should 

be employment opportunities for us once 

we finish our education to look after our 

parents” - Nazifa 

 

“I want to see 

peace, security 

and friendship in 

the next 10 

years” - Simin 

“My only hope is 

to see people of 

Afghanistan live in 

a secure 

situation” - Zuhra 

 
“I want to see an improved Afghanistan, 

people living in peace. I want to see 

improvement my homeland same as other 

countries such as China, UK and USA” - Safia 

 
In 2050 “children should no longer be in crisis. 

We should not hear even a sound of an 

explosion” - Mustafa 

 

“I want to see a good government in 

Afghanistan so that we can continue our 

education and children of Afghanistan should 

not be abused” - Mahsa 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The new Government of Afghanistan should ensure all policies and programmes acknowledge 

the specific needs and concerns of children and young people. 

2. The UK Government and international community should ensure future aid to the country is 

based on levels of need and prioritises protection and education of all children across the 

country.  

 

 For further information, contact Kate Adams at War Child, Kate@warchild.org.uk or Pete Simms at Children in Crisis, PeterS@childrenincrisis.org 
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