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Elections – getting there   

September saw an abundance of electoral activities. Mr Karzai appointed the new 5-member Electoral 

Complaints Commission. Critics credit the Commission for its relative professionalism but warn against its 

alleged closeness to the Arg, the Presidential Palace. 

On the 16th, the Independent Election Commission (IEC) announced the 3-week deadline for candidates’ 

nomination. This gave rise to political negotiations and speculations. So far though only a relatively unknown 

businessman has registered as candidate. 

The Electoral Union of Afghanistan, a coalition of chiefly erstwhile Northern Alliance leaders that was 

established in August came to a de facto end in less than a month. In their Facebook pages, the leaders 

openly criticised each other for reneging on the promise of proposing one candidate for the presidential 

elections.   

Jameyat Islami party joined hands with Hezbe Islami and Wahdat-e Mardom parties. Their hitherto agreed 

ticket, Abdullah Abdullah (presidential candidate), Mohammad Khan (1st vice president) and Mohammad 

Mohaqeq (2nd vice president) form the only known team so far. Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai the head of the 

Transition Process resigned on the 30th to form his own election team. Karzai made a veiled suggestion that 

Zalmai Rassoul the current foreign minister will be favoured candidate during a meeting with Russian 

President Putin earlier this month. Mahmood Karzai expressed the readiness of another Karzai brother 

Qayoum to enter the race unendorsed by the President. 

Towards the end of the month the IEC announced over a million voter registration cards had been 

distributed - but only 30% of registered voters are female. Mobile registration teams are to be deployed 

specifically targeting unregistered female voters. And the deadline to register has been extended by 45 days, 

now ending on the 2nd week of November. At least 3 voter registration offices in Kabul will remain open until 

a fortnight before the elections.  

Peace – very modest progress  

On the 21st the Pakistani foreign ministry announced the release of Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the 

Taliban’s second in command. After 3 years in a Pakistani prison, he is expected to play a leading role in the 

reconciliation process with the Afghan government and its Western allies. This was in reaction to Karzai’s 

20th visit to Pakistan. On returning he swiftly appointed Mohammad Omar Umer Daudzai, the Ambassador to 

Pakistan, as his Minister of Interior. 

No signs of a cease fire are in sight yet. Lieutenant Negar, Helmand’s most senior female police officer was 

assassinated by unidentified gunmen on the 16th. Her predecessor Islam Bibi was shot dead in July.  Two days 

http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/12063-over-one-million-voting-cards-distributed-iec
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after the anniversary of 9/11 the Taliban attacked the US consulate in Herat, killing 3 security personnel and 

wounding 17 civilians. On the 29th, they took control of Karan wa Marjan, a district in Badakhshan, for three 

days before being pushed back by the Afghan forces. This has increased concerns over the Afghan security 

force’s ability to keep the Taliban at bay after assuming full control of country’s security by end of 2014.  

On a positive note, MP Fariba Kakar was freed by her Taliban kidnappers on the 8th in exchange of the 

release of six Taliban members.  

Rights and development – some waiting ended  

A local newspaper, 8am, published on the 18th the names of 5,000 Afghans tortured and killed during 1978-

79 by the then-communist government. The names had been released by the Netherlands National 

Prosecutor’s Office as part of their war crimes investigation earlier the same day. Though putting an end to 

the agony of uncertainty for many Afghan families, the official recognition also marked the end of hope and 

the reopening of old wounds.  The Afghan government declared the 30th September a national mourning day 

and committed to erect monuments and a mosque close to Pul-e Charkhi prison. This is the first time such a 

list has surfaced and the victims have been recognised.  

On the 17th UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, raised concerns over civilian deaths, 

violence against women and girls and the appointment of new Commissioners in the Afghan Independent 

Human Rights Commission.  The latter is at risk of losing its A grade status after President Karzai appointed 5 

new Commissioners with little human rights background earlier in June.   

On 11th, the Ministry of Public Health announced that women constitute 95% of suicides in Afghanistan, 

with girls aged 16-19 most at risk.  Women and girls are dropping out of education and employment due to 

the near-constant harassment they experience when in public.   

Iran threatened to expel 400-600,000 Afghans when their visas expired on the 6th.  No further statements 

have been issued by the Iranian authorities. Meanwhile the government of Pakistan has extended its 

deadline for voluntary return to December 2015.  

On the 18th, a group of Afghan MPs and civil society visiting Brussles called for the EU’s long term 

development support especially for women. The EU is due to announce its development policy and its 

budget in December.  However the US Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction’s criticism of 

USAID and the Afghan Ministry of Public Health highlights the delicate balance of continued funding post 

transition. The Inspector General on the 6th reported that millions of US dollars being spent on public health 

programs is at risk of waste, fraud and abuse and that there is little assurance the funds are being used as 

intended. 

On the 15th the bodies of 27 trapped Afghan miners in the Abkhorak coal mine were found. 18 members of 

the ill-equipped rescue team were injured during the rescue operation.  

Culture and people – cheering up 

Hogging the limelight for over a week was Afghanistan’s worthy 2-0 defeat of India South Asian Football 

Championship on the 11th.  It unified the nation in unprecedented celebration. Joining them 11 days later in 

Kabul was Michel Platini, President of the Union of European Football Associations who lent his support to 

the Afghanistan’s football federation.  

http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/11886-women-comprise-95-percent-of-suicides-in-afghanistan-officials
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/11952-harassment-goes-unchecked-in-kabul
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Afghanistan’s domestic football and cricket league were launched this month.  On the 9th, the Cricket Board 

and Unicef signed a memorandum to promote child rights with a special focus on polio vaccinations and the 

right to education. 

The 23rd-24th  September saw Afghanistan’s first social media summit, Social Media for Social Good. The 

Summit organisers, Paiwand, will now train citizen journalists to report on local development stories in the 

run up to the April 2014 elections.  

http://www.cricketworld.com/afghanistan-signs-mou-with-unicef/35377.htm
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=12254&ctl=Details&mid=15756&ItemID=37300&language=en-US

