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Afghan & International Civil Society Statement for the Brussels Conference, 3rd October 2016 

(A preliminary version was read by Samira Hamidi and Shirin Persson during the Closing Session of the 

Afghan & International Civil Society Workshop on 3rd October 2016. Further editing was undertaken in 

October, resulting in the version below.) 

 

1. We the participants at the Afghan and International Civil Society Workshop met on 3rd October 2016 ahead of the 

Brussels Conference on Afghanistan and discussed peace, development and stability in the country.  We benefited 

from the evidence and views discussed in the various position papers during the civil society consultation processes 

held since July 2016 in Kabul and the provinces.  We would like to raise the following points to be considered by the 

Afghan Government and international community as they decide upon priorities for development and peace over 

the next four years.  

2. Security has deteriorated in Afghanistan and addressing this is an immediate priority.  There have been record 

levels of civilian casualties, the kidnapping of civilians, a rise in criminality and an increased number of attacks on 

national and international aid agencies, human rights defenders, the media, health facilities and schools.  The 

number of IDPs has risen to 1.4 million.  We therefore call on the Afghan Government, the international community 

and all armed opposition groups to keep the safety and security of civilians at the heart of all their operations, and 

to respect International Humanitarian Law and International Human Rights Law.  We also call for protection 

mechanisms to be introduced for the safety of civilians, the media and human rights defenders, and for the policies 

on protection of civilians to be made public.  

3. We believe that Afghanistan is not in a position to accommodate the current large scale return of Afghans from 

neighbouring countries.  We call for a suspension of deportations from Europe to Afghanistan until the Afghan 

Government is capable of providing the necessary services to deportees and returnees.  It is imperative that EU 

member states uphold commitments to the human rights of asylum seekers. 

4. We emphasise that Afghans need lasting peace and we therefore welcome the Afghan-led peace and reconciliation 

process.  However, we call on the government to devise a comprehensive peace plan, involving national dialogue 

and a recognition that the failure to address past injustices is exacerbating the conflict.  We are concerned that the 

Afghan Government is entering into peace deals which will encourage a ‘blanket amnesty’ for perpetrators of war 

crimes and that this will undermine a lasting peace.  We also call on the government to implement the National 

Action Plan for UNSCR 1325 on women, peace and security. 

5. We welcome the Afghan Government’s vision of self-reliance.  However, following the withdrawal of the military-

based economy, and in the face of declining economic growth, 40% unemployment and poverty, we believe that an 

increase in internal revenues will only be feasible if it is supported by sustained long-term international aid at a 

realistic level.  The overwhelming majority of international spending in the last fourteen years has been in the form 

of military aid.  We therefore believe the decision by the international donors to keep their development aid at or 

near the levels of the last decade is insufficient to help the Afghan economy especially during this transitional period.  

We also call on the international donors to simplify their funding mechanisms.  

6. Afghanistan is in the second year of the ‘transformation decade’.  Many achievements have been made in the field 

of development despite the unstable environment.  However, Afghanistan will require security, financial and political 

support from the international community for the foreseeable future to sustain and protect the development gains 

made so far.  If this support is to be effective donors must abide by the Paris Declaration on national ownership and 

leadership and the Busan Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation.  We stress the importance of a strong 

and independent civil society, which is fundamental to a well-functioning country, and the need for mechanisms for 

effective interaction between government and civil society. 

7. We agree that the exploitation of natural resources has the potential to be a major source of revenue in 

Afghanistan, but it can also potentially be an additional source of corruption and conflict unless managed well.  We 

therefore urge that the Afghan Government, supported by the international community and civil society, amends 

the laws relating to the extractives industry to require publication of all contracts, information about revenues, 
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payment and production, and information about the beneficial ownership of companies bidding for or holding 

natural resource contracts.  We also hope to see success in gaining validation under the Extractives Industry 

Transparency Initiative, and the creation of an official mechanism to ensure that local communities receive a fair 

share of the legal revenues or profits from the extraction.  

8. We ask the Afghan Government to collaborate with civil society to develop benchmarks for time-bound free and 

fair elections.  We call for the strengthening of the gender units in the Independent Electoral Commission and 

Electoral Complaints Commission to ensure the equal participation of women. 

9. We urge the Afghan Government to meet its human rights obligations, especially as the Afghanistan National 

Peace and Development Framework (ANPDF) does not accord human rights the importance that it should.  This will 

include the harmonisation of national laws with the international obligations signed up to by the Afghan 

Government, including the Geneva Conventions on Human Rights and the subsequent Additional Protocols and 

treaties.i  We ask that the Afghan Government review and reform issues that aggravate ethnic divisions.  We urge 

the Ministry of Justice to develop and enforce the law on torture and present it to Parliament for ratification.  The 

appointment of Commissioners to the valued Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission must be merit-

based and non-political.  

10. We welcome the nascent good governance and anti-corruption reform agenda of the Afghan Government and 

ask that concrete benchmarks are developed, in collaboration with civil society, to monitor progress.  We call on civil 

society organizations to ensure they are also compliant with best and honest practice.  We request that all 

government contracts and procurement processes be fully transparent, including in the security sector (with narrow 

exceptions where there are genuine security concerns), tax and customs, the extractives industry and the 

corporate/business sector to enable monitoring. All government procurement and concession contracts should be 

published as a condition of their validity. We call on the Afghan Government to implement international 

transparency, accountability and anti-corruption mechanisms, including the UN Convention Against Corruption, and 

the Open Government Partnership.  

11. We recognise that the independent media in Afghanistan are more vibrant and less censored than others in the 

region, but freedom of speech is threatened by authorities and power holders in Afghanistan. Journalists are subject 

to attack and, fearing retaliation, are reported to be self-censoring their reports.  The Access to Information Law is 

poorly implemented, particularly at the provincial level.  We therefore urge the Afghan Government to support the 

enforcement of relevant laws and the prosecution of the perpetrators of violence.   

12. We are concerned about the decreased attention to and funding for humanitarian needs, which are conversely 

on the increase.  We urge the international community to follow up on the World Humanitarian Summit 

commitments by providing sufficient multi-annual and flexible funding to address these needs.  

13. The share allotted to health and education in the national budget and from international aid is insufficient. 

Although there has been some reduction in infant mortality, the trends are not promising in other health and 

nutrition indicators.  Vaccination rates are alarmingly low in some areas and there is a crucial need for preventative 

services.  The needs of those with disabilities must be met. In the education sector, we urge the Afghan Government 

to prioritise community-based education and adult literacy, especially in insecure regions where schools are at risk 

of closure and staff are threatened.  We call for a more evidence-based education policy that gathers and uses data 

disaggregated by gender, geography, poverty and vulnerability levels.  

14. We acknowledge the growing competence of the Afghan civil service in designing and implementing 

development policies, and hope that capacity in monitoring and evaluation, merit-based appointments and equality 

of opportunity in training will follow.  CSOs, including NGOs, have a wealth of technical and community-level  

knowledge which should be utilized.  They have also played an essential role in service delivery and should be 

resourced to continue doing so until the government is able to fully take over these responsibilities.  

i For example; the rights of the child and people with disabilities, the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women and 

economic, social and cultural rights).  

                                                           


